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The biggest film event of the year gives us plenty of
excuses to venture into Leicester Square (and beyond)

about films

The London Film Festival hasatrackrecord
of premiering buzzy Oscar movies months
ahead of release (see: ‘Roont’, ‘12 YearsaSlave’
and ‘Birdman’). Thisyear, alleyesareon ‘Lala
Land’, agorgeous 1950s-style musical starring
EmmaStoneand Ryan Gosling asloverstrying
tomakeitinshowbiz. It's notout until January,
but LFF-goers willbe able tosee it next month.
Ditto ‘Manchester by the Sea’, an awards favourite
that featuresastaggering performance by Casey
Affleckasamanstrugglingwith grief —again not

outtill January.
2 pop-up cinema by the Thames
Ahugetemporaryriversidecinemais
openingnextto Embankmentstation for 12 days
only. Thecinemawill seat 780 people, making

Try out a whopping 800-seat

Catch one of next year’s most talked
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itoneofthebiggestin London forthe duration
ofthe festival. It’s called the Embankment
Garden Cinema and will belocated in Victoria
Embankment Gardens, the small park
between the Strand and the river. Amazingly, it
will be fully kitted out with proper cinemaseats,
Dolby surround sound and 4K digital projection.
Itwill be fancy but it won’t be around forlong.

The world is coming to London
Flickingthroughthe 112-page LFF
programmeislikespinningaglobe

and stoppingit with your finger. SoIdid just
that:closing myeyes and randomly pokinga
fingerintotheguide.lcame up with ‘The Space
in Between - Marina Abramovic and Brazil', a
documentary aboutthe famous performance
artist. And asecondspin...thistimegetting
‘Nocturama’, acontroversial Frenchdramaabout
aterroristattackon Paris. SeewhatI mean?
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The London Film Festival is
genuinely diverse

Post #OscarsSoWhite, the LFFis making
anefforttobe partofchange by celebratinga
diversity of stories and experiences. The festival
opens with ‘A United Kingdom', a true-life 1940s
lovestory about a high profile mixed-race
marriage, directed by Amma Asante (‘Belle’).
Itsstar, "Selma’ actor David Oyelowo, will also
lead adebate aboutdiversity in film. Othergalas
include a premiere of Uganda-set ‘Queen of Katwe'
featuring this week’s cover star Lupita Nyong’o.
TimeOutwill beatthe festival on October6to
present ‘13TH', astunning newdocumentary
aboutracial inequality in American prisons
directed by ‘Selma’ filmmaker Ava DuVernay.

We get to gawp at the stars
The guestlist forthe festival sounds like
Oscar night. Some of the paparazzi-baiting
folkwalking thered carpet will include Rosamund
Pike and David Oyelowo for their opening-
night film ‘A United Kingdom’, Marion
Cotillard (‘It’s Only the End of the World’),
Lupita Nyong'o (‘Queen of Katwe’),

Nicole Kidman (‘Lion’) and Cillian

Murphy for the closing film, ‘Free

Fire’. Whoneeds LA when you've got
LS(Leicester Square)?

Watch a film by your new
favourite director

The LFF’s programmers spend
11monthsoftheyeartravelling
around the world discovering

work by the best and brightest new
filmmakers. The festival even has
aFirstFeature Competitionto
showcase the best debuts. My picks
thisyearare: ‘Divines’, an award-
winningstory about young women
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tryingtogetbyinatough Parissuburb, and ‘Lady
Macbeth’, alow-budget British adaptation ofa
nineteenth-century Russian novellastarring the
talented Florence Pugh. Bebrave, takeariskon
something by someone you’ve never heard of.

Get inspired by a filmmaker talking
about tﬂeir work
Conversationisabigdeal atthe LFF.
Thisyear veteran filmmaker Werner Herzog
(‘Grizzly Man’) will be grilled on stage by actor
and ‘Submarine’ filmmaker Richard Ayoade
followingascreeningofhis new docaboutthe
Internetage, ‘Loand Behold, Reveriesofthe
Connected World’. BenWheatley(‘Sightseers’)
willalsobediscussing hiscareerahead of
apremiereofhis 1970s-setaction
thriller ‘Free Fire’. And pretty much
every filmis followed by a Q&A.
Talkingis highontheagenda-just
notduringthe films, please.

It's not just about the
West End

The festival’'s HQs arethe
Odeonand Vuecinemasin Leicester
Squareand the BFISouthbankin
Waterloo. Butthe LFF alsospreads
itselfacrossthe city, so you might
findafilmnearyourgaff-ifyou
happentolive neartheRitzy

in Brixton, the Picturehousein
Hackney orthe Curzonin Chelsea.
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Sod the VIPs, we can all get tickets

Somebig film festivals, like Cannes, are

swanky industry-only dos, where tickets
are like hen’steeth. The LFF isdifferent. Sure,
gettingintothe biggalasisonlyafraction less
impossible thanscoring Glastonbury tickets. But
the festival is releasing more tickets to sold-out
films this Thursday (September29). Soyou've
gottwodaystodecide what tosee. Youcanalso
enterourcompetition towin a pairofticketsto
the closing-night film, ‘Free Fire’.

seriousness

1 Film festivals have areputation
(notentirely unjustified) for showing subtitled
films aboutdeath and existential struggle. Not
the LFF! Yes, there are plenty of challenging
films, but they’re showingalongside sci-fi,
horror, action and comedies. Top of my to-book
listis British low-budget occult crime movie
‘The Ghoul’ and French cannibal movie ‘Raw’
(warning:anambulance had tobecalled to
onescreeningofthisafterseveral peopleinthe
audience fainted). The festival is handily split
intostrandsto help you find what you're looking
for: Laugh, Love, Thrill, Cult, Family... well, you
getthepicture.m

It's not all chin-stroking and

By Dave Calhoun

Who took his first trip to the London
Film Festival in 1999 to see Michael
Winterbottom’s brilliant ‘Wonderland’
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