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Thebeastof
SydenhamWoods

Formore thanadecade, residents of SE26 have
reported eeriesightingsofahugeblackcat,
0 ~ people. Explanations ofthe phenomenon |
!l. ~vary,butsomepeoplegothicallybelieve
il - thatitisapantherthathasescaped from
| anexoticprivate menagerie.
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stalkingthe wooded hills, attacking petsand E‘.FE.:H

Highgate’s ghostly
chicken

Not many people know that one ofthe pioneers
of refrigeration was Sir Francis Bacon (the
Elizabethan philosopher, not the painter). In
1626 in Highgate, he made the fateful decision
to purchaseachicken, wringits neck, stuff'it
with snow and demonstrate how the science of
preservation worked. But he caughtachillduring
theexperimentand died shortly afterwards

in nearby Arundel House. Various eyewitness
accountssince then have reported aghostly
chicken, flapping and squawking around Pond
Square, terrorising thelocals.
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Exorcism on the
Underground

Duringtheearly 1990s aspate of breakdownsor,
theCirclelinebetween Edgware Road and Bake!
Streetled toanexamination of recordsdatingba
towhenthetunnelsweredug. Theserevealed th
boneand tooth fragments had been unearthed
duringconstruction. The official verdictofa
‘plague pit’didn’t fitwith such awesterlylocatio
andthe problemsonlydisappeared after holy
waterwassprinkled onthesite.

Cut-price burials
on the Strand

Inthe 1840sLondon’s skyrocketing populatior
and frequent cholera outbreakscreated a
desperate shortage of graves. Churchesbegan
chargingever-increasing sums foradecent
London plot. Oneunscrupulous minister by the
name of Mr Howse charged a mere 15 shillings
foraburial athis chapel nearthe Strand (less
than halfwhat others were advertising), then
horrifyingly stuffed asmany as 500 corpsesin
ayearunderthe floorboards. m

—>With thanks to Declan McHugh (author of 'Bloody London' and organiser of ‘The Blood and Tears Walk' www.shockinglondon.com) and Olly Weston (London Bicycle Tour Company, www.londonblcycle.com)




